
22 NYSBA  The New York Environmental Lawyer  |  2020  |  Vol. 40  |   No. 1        

In Memoriam
push her to engage with the Bar Associa-
tion and community and to take advantage 
of opportunities that would facilitate her 
growth as an attorney. She loves her job, 
not just because of what she does, but also 
because of the inspiration and support she 
gets from her family, colleagues, and men-
tors. 

Ms. Gamils is admitted to practice in 
New York, New Jersey, the Southern Dis-
trict of New York, and the Eastern District 
of New York. As an associate at Keane & 
Beane, P.C., she practices in the areas of 
land use, municipal, and environmental 
law. She regularly appears before municipal 

zoning and planning boards, provides general counsel 
services to municipalities in Westchester and Dutchess 
counties, and advises private clients regarding land use 
applications. Even in her young career, Ms. Gamils has 
illustrated her competency in matters involving the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), New York 
City Watershed Regulations, and other state and federal 
environmental regulations. Ms. Gamils has also demon-
strated her competency by presenting before local bar, 
business, and municipal organizations on issues concern-
ing the New York State Open Meetings Law, 5G wireless 
technology, and issues arising from the pandemic.

We must recognize our fortune in having Ms. Gamils 
as a Section member and an attorney – she notes that her 
path may have taken her elsewhere. She explained that 
when she was considering her career options after col-
lege, the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation was not offering a qualification examina-
tion to become an Environmental Conservation Police 
Officer. Without a NYSDEC pathway open to her, she 
chose to pursue a career in law as another way to learn 
and enforce New York’s environmental laws. She has 
found the practice of law to be meaningful and engaging. 
(Thanks, NYSDEC!)

Keith Hirokawa

For our New Member Profile, we call 
attention to Drew Victoria Gamils, an 
associate at Keane & Beane, P.C. and the 
Social Media Co-Chair for our Section of 
the NYSBA. She is committed to her work, 
her colleagues, and a strong sense of justice. 
Her approach to the practice of law is 
hands-on with a purpose. She told me, “I 
wake up every morning, make a list, and 
get going.” She is inspiring and driven. 

After graduating summa cum laude from 
the State University of New York College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry, 
Ms. Gamils graduated cum laude from the 
Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace Uni-
versity in 2016 with a Certificate in Environmental Law. 
She clearly maximized her time as a student. Through 
her studies with Professor John Nolon, Ms. Gamils 
developed a keen and thoughtful sense of the interrela-
tions between land use, environmental, energy, food, 
and natural resources law. She has concluded that “how 
we use and develop land will shape the future and is the 
key to smarter growth, renewable energy policies, and 
sustainable development.” She credits her clerkship with 
the Town of Bedford as the place where she first learned 
the difference between law as discussed in the classroom 
and the practice of law to address people’s needs, which 
starts by sitting down with folks to discuss their problems 
and envision workable and effective solutions. At Keane 
& Beane, Drew’s experiences in drafting many local laws, 
including a plastic straw ban for the Village of Rye Brook, 
leaf blower regulations for the Town of New Castle, and 
short-term rental legislation for the City of Beacon, has 
further exposed her to the important role local govern-
ments play in making change and the importance of sup-
porting and publicizing local initiatives. 

One has to be impressed by her sincere drive to 
produce good through law. She confesses she is lucky and 
blessed with a wonderful family and career, and feels it 
is her “obligation to improve the world” around her and 
give back to her community. To this end, she appreciates 
her amazing mentors at Keane & Beane who constantly 
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